Nuthall Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held on 21st July 2009 commencing at 7.30pm at the Temple Centre


Present

Cllr J Owen (Chairman)
Cllr P Owen
Cllr N Green

Cllr M Towers
     Cllr C Hall
Cllr J Baumber
Cllr N Codd
Cllr P Simpson

Cllr N Gribby 
 Cllr C Wilson
Apologies for Absence Apologies were accepted from Cllr H Doar (Illness) and R Squire (prior engagement), Cllr M Copeland 
Declarations of Interest P & J Owen on TC hire enquiries, BB
Minutes of Meeting The Minutes of the Council meeting held on 16th June were agreed as a correct record. Proposed/Seconded by Cllrs Green/Codd. 
Minutes of the F&GP meeting held  2nd July were accepted by the Council.  Proposed/seconded Cllr Hall/Green
Minutes of the Planning Committee of 21st July. There had been 7 late receipts and there were no issues raised except an objection to the lifting of the restrictions on Laziza. 
Matters Arising P Owen reported that STWA had been to inspect the grates. Re the old Kwik Save site, Broxtowe were sending out inspectors and J Owen had e-mailed the planning department.
Parishioners Questions and Police Report Standing orders suspended (Cllr P Owen/Hall) followed by a police report from PCSO Reddish. The travellers were due to leave this Thursday, but Nuthall in general had been subjected to a recent increase in incidents especially house burglaries involving breaking glass and patio doors. Two arrests had recently been made but it was not known if it was the same perpetrators. Standing orders reinstated (P Owen/Hall).
Summer Recess arrangements. It was agreed that during the summer authority could be sought from the Chair/Vice chair of Main Council and F&GP. Proposed/seconded Cllrs P Owen/Codd

Audit Reports It was agreed that the Audit reports for years 2006 & 2007 be accepted. Proposed/seconded Cllrs J Owen/Hall
Broxtowe Grant 2010/11 Cllr J Owen reported as follows: Since the formation of Broxtowe Borough Council it has made annual payments to Parish Councils in recognition of the facilities they provide which would otherwise have to be provided by the Borough Council.  The original factor determining the amount of money paid was based on the Government’s allocation of funds to the Borough Council and the amount included in respect of Parish Council facilities.  Although in recent times the overall grant settlement to the Borough Council has not specified an amount attributable to Parish Council expenditure, nevertheless, the same principle continues to apply.  The Borough are now seeking to stop these grants which are quite properly the monies which should be paid to Parish Councils and this is likely to cause some considerable hardship to many Parishes because they will still be required to pick up the costs for the running of their facilities.  It is in fact a ‘double whammy’ because the Borough Council are also proposing that the cost of parks and other facilities in the Beeston and Stapleford area which have until now been paid for by residents in those areas, should be spread across the Council Tax payers in the whole of the Borough, but the cost of Parish facilities in the rest of the Borough are to be met solely by the Council Tax payers in those areas.  The net effect is likely to be a significant hike in monetary terms for Council Tax payers in many of the Parish Council areas. It was generally agreed that this was an unfair double whammy on the residents of Nuthall and that the Council would lobby to reverse the decision. Cllrs P Owen, J Owen, P Simpson and Clerk would attend the annual Broxtowe Parish meeting to put across the objections. Cllr J Owen in her Borough capacity will endeavour to support the Parish and will keep us informed of progress. It was noted that the double whammy effect would put 20% on the precept at a stoke and that Residents should be informed of the outcome if it is not reviewed by Broxtowe.
Greater Nottingham Aligned Core Strategy  Cllr J Owen reported as follows: The Parish Council have had a presentation/consultation by the Broxtowe Borough Council’s Planning Department where they outlined the requirement imposed by Government for the building of 6,800 new dwellings in the Broxtowe Borough Council area over the next 20 years.  Meetings between District Councils and the City Council identified a number of potential sites across the area, several of which were in the Nuthall/ Watnall area these were subsequently researched by independent Consultants and all of the sites in the Nuthall and Watnall area were deemed inappropriate for further development largely because of the difficulties regarding traffic movement.  However, the final decision on which sites will ultimately be allocated lies with the Borough Council and they could, if they wish, choose to ignore the advice of the experts.  In my opinion the 6,800 new dwellings planned for Broxtowe is far too many in an already over developed area. Cllr P Owen queried the questionnaire forms as they were very complicated and not easy to complete. He was also concerned that there is a local group lobbying to open the tramway from Phoenix Park to Eastwood and that, if this is successful the developers would have a very good argument to start building in Green Belt land along the route. It was agreed that although at the moment Nuthall was not affected directly, there would be additional traffic issues and that there may be a future inckusion of Nuthall land and vigilance is required.
Cricket Rates 2010  It was agreed to bring the rates into line with Broxtowe with a reduction for evening matches of 17% and half rates for training sessions. Proposed/seconded Cllrs Simpson/Codd.
Cemetery Upgrade It was agreed go ahead with the upgrade of the garden of rest area and to put up details inviting comments from residents with a view to works taking place over autumn/winter/spring. It was agreed that subject to Bill confirming sufficient height that a circular bench could be purchased for donations of £125 to include a plaque and maintenance by visitors.
Tennis Nets It was reported that the tennis nets were deteriorating. It was suggested that they are taken in over the winter period. New nets would be included in a future grant/funding application when appropriate.
Photocopier It was agreed to aquire a replacement photocopier as the old one was not repairable. It was agreed to authorise the Clerk to either purchase outright a model recommended that would link up to the computers as well at £499 or if more cost effective rent the same machine or purchase a new equivalent.
Bonfire 2009 A request for a bonfire had been received from Nuthall Methodist Church and it was agreed that it could go ahead as normal. 

Temple Centre Hire enquiries It was agreed to waive payment of invoices for Woodwards and Astranet. However other invoices relating to non-attendance by the BB during June will stand. Proposed/seconded Cllrs Simpson/Green

Cenotaph meeting. There has been a mix up on the date but two residents had turned up on 21st concerned about the 2009 arrangements, Clerk to send a copy of the minutes of the meeting held prior re this year. Cllrs P Owen, Simpson and the Clerk attended on 14th but there were no residents. 
Bowling Green Maintenance. It was agreed that whilst a resident had kindly offered to assist in the maintenance of the Bowling Green it would go against the principal laid down by the Council last year with regard to residents using Council equipment. 

Accounts for Payment July 2009 payments list was approved. Proposed/seconded Cllrs P Owen/Hall
Clerks Report Basil Russell - We have had a problem with a member of the public impersonating staff and taking tennis money. We have put up posters with Bill and Tom’s photographs in the hope that this will stop it.

Vandals tried to break into the pavilion using a slab of concrete. Alarm was activated and there was nothing taken. We have replaced both glazed units with solid panels on the advice of the locksmith and have had to have a new locking mechanism fitted.

Two bikes were stolen off small children by older ones at the weekend. There are conflicting reports about the police response, but 1 suspect was arrested.

A resident has noted that he can hear the mosquito on Watnall Road. I am checking it out and will adjust if necessary but since it’s been working we have had no incidents of broken bottles or drug packets around the pavilion and so it must be working.

Spraying took place a couple of days after the last meeting and the weeds have all died off. Bill has got is walkover sprayer and will be covering the cemetery and other areas in due course.

Temple Centre - We have had a number of parties booked, however I have concerns over one happening on Saturday and will monitor it closely. I have re-iterated to all regular users that they MUST let us know if they are having time off as we have lost out on a number of bookings that we could, with hindsight have accepted.

We have picked up enough football friendlies in August that we are not going to miss the summer training money lost when PC left. When the season starts we will have 2 regular teams and hopefully some of the visitors will come to us if they are short of pitches. The FA funding enquiry is delayed a while as the contact has been ill and unable to come along on a site visit with him.

Cemetery - There seems to be an increase in the amount of “junk” around gravestones. I will be bringing some proposals to the September meeting to try to get these reduced.

Horsendale - The quotation for a FA standard pitch has arrived at just under £70,000. This will be put on the September agenda for discussions once the school has replied to our letter asking for their views on the best way forward from their standpoint.

Other - After writing a complaining letter to Parcel Express we received a £30 cheque to as an apology for their bad service.

I am still arguing with Scottish Power but I think 2 of the 3 electricity sites are now being terminated and hope to hear about the third in the next couple of days or I will be back at them again. I have asked to lodge a formal complaint about their (lack of) service.

We are into major holiday time and so must expect a slight increase in salary costs as staff have to cover evening lockups etc. Bill is covering the cricket on Toms weeks off by reducing his midweek hours, thus we should not be paying ANY overtime rates. Otherwise the staff seem quite happy and Bill in particular is enjoying the challenge to produce a Basil Russell 5 year plan to be presented to Council in September.

Correspondence A list was give to all Councillors of non-distributed correspondence. 

Reports from Parish Council Representatives on other bodies  Larkfields school had put ona production of Romeo & Juliet, Horsendale were looking to be top of the listing for Sats results again and Larkfield infants were wanting a fence putting up between them and the junior school. It was reported that the East Cat meeting was badly organised being cancelled then re-instated and not well attended. Nuthall West took place in Watnall the following evening.
Agenda Items Chairmans Chain, Site of speed signs, camera for Assarts Road.
Date of next meetings 

Thursday 3rd Sept 2009 – Finance & General Purposes 
Tuesday  15th Sept 2009 - Planning and Main Council 

Parishioners Questions None
Exclusion of Public and press. Proposed/seconded Cllrs P Owen/Simpson
Meeting Closed 9.30pm

Signed ……………………………………………..

Date…………………………………………………

